150    MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER
exultation, the Emperor laboriously brought artillery across the Brenner Pass to continue victorious career, when a sudden change took pla>o©-
The Venetian rule was very popular in all the clis-tricts conquered, for it was just, and the taxa/fcio:CL was lighter than it had ever been before. The were therefore loyal to the Republic, and as the peror could only spare a small garrison in each pla>oe, his tenure was most insecure. Thus the easily regained Padua, which Maximilian again sieged and did much damage with his heavy artillery 9 but he was unable to take the city by the most; vigorous assaults. At length in October, to "fclio surprise of every one, he-suddenly raised the siego and returned hastily to the Tyrol. The Cheva/lioi* Bayard was in the French army before Padua, a.n.<3L his faithful chronicler, the "Loyal serviteur," gives such a picturesque and detailed account of tills strange incident that it is worthy of quotation.
At the gate of Padua towards Vicenza, the Emperor's artillery had made a great breach in till© fortifications, but the Venetians had dug a wicl© trench behind, which was filled with gunpowder a/n.cl inflammable materials and could be blown up at> a* moment's notice. When the Emperor saw this grea/ti hole, he expressed his amazement to the noble lorcls near him that, with so many besiegers, the city lia-cl not been taken by assault on this side. When. went back to his tent, having thought over matter, he sent a letter to the French general. Hi a, Palisse, describing the breach and suggesting the French gentlemen, the men-at-arms, shoulduarrelled                                   iPil         IP tijuti tlt«
